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Collective of leading Irish genealogy 

experts 

 

Based in Dublin with network across 

Ireland and the world 

 

Established in 2009 

 

Business Lines:- 

 Education 

 Advisory Work 

 Research 

 Consultancy 

 e-publishing 
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Definitions 

Genealogy - that branch of history which involves the 
determination of family relationships 

 

Genealogy - an account of the descent of a person or family 
through an ancestral line  

 

Family History - a more detailed or narrative account of 
families.  

 

Genealogy / Family History 

 

As in history, in genealogy we are concerned with establishing 
facts through careful and critical documentary research.   
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Getting Started 

Speak to family members.  Record as much as you can.   

 

Work from what you know to what you don’t know,  generation by generation 

 

Draw up a family tree, a.k.a. a pedigree sheet 

 

Familiarise yourself with the relevant geographic and administrative Districts 

 

Organise your files 

 

Verify family legend with written records if you can 

 

Cross check your sources 

 

How far back can you go? 



http://www.ancestornetwork.ie 

7 

Sample Pedigree Sheet 

Systems 
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Sample Family Group Sheet 

Systems 
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Origins and Meanings of Surnames 

 

Monogenetic surnames have a single origin from one individual family; 

possible examples are Feerick or Hamrock.   
 

Polygenetic surnames arose independently in different places and at 

different times, examples being Murphy or Smith. 

 

Surnames can be further divided into four broad classes:- 

 

Ancestral personal names or patronymics – examples; O’Brian, McCarthy, 

Thompson, Martin 

 

Placenames or toponymics derived from placenames – examples; 

Pembroke, Fleming 

Occupational names derived from trade or status – example; Smith, Miller 
 

Descriptive names referring to an individual’s person or appearance – 

examples; Short, Beauregard 
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Administrative Divisions 
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Civil Registration 

 General Register Office – searching and copying costs can add up 

 www.groireland.ie 

 Births – from 1864 

 Marriages – non-Catholic marriages from 1845, all marriages from 1864 

 Deaths – from 1864 

 www.familysearch.org  – free internet access from home 

 www.findmypast.ie and www.ancestry.co.uk subscription websites 

 People in Dublin can access BMD registers for free at Gilbert Library on Pearse Street 

 
 

 Useful Tips 

 Check all variations of name spelling; e.g., Mahony, Mahoney, O’Mahoney 

 Unnamed children. Check for male or female entries 

 Checking marriages – these are indexed under the bride and groom surnames 

http://www.groireland.ie/
http://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.findmypast.ie/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
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Civil Registration 

Example of Death Certificate, 1864 first year for Death Registrations in Ireland 

The General Register Office (Oifig An Ard-Chláraitheora) maintains a genealogical/family history research facility at 

3rd Floor, Block 7, Irish Life Centre, Lower Abbey Street, Dublin 1. 
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Census Records 
 
 1901 and 1911 Census Returns are only that survive and accessible for entire 

country (freely available on www.nationalarchives.ie) 

 Census returns for Ireland commenced in1821 

 Fragments only survive for Census Returns pre-1901 

 Lost in Public Records Office Explosion in 1922 Civil War 

19th Century Census fragments, 1821 to 1851: 

http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/help/pre1901.html  

 Census and Census Substitutes (some examples)  

 1908 Pension Claims Forms – Sources 1841 and 1851 Census Returns 

 Voters Lists 

 Workhouse Records 

 1798 Rebellion: Claimants and Surrenders 

 1796 Spinning Wheel Premium List 

 1749 Census of Elphin 

 1691 Irish Jacobites 

http://www.nationalarchives.ie/
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Census Records 

Sample of 

1911 

Census of 

Hamrock 

family of 

Leo 

townland, 

Annagh 

Parish, 

County 

Mayo 
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Census Records 

The 1851 Census of Ireland 

Interesting to compare the 

populations and occupied and 

unoccupied  houses by 

townland between 1841 and 

1851 – covers the period of 

The Great Famine 
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Census Records 

Excerpt from the  

1749 Census of Elphin 

On microfilm at the NAI  

in Dublin and copy at the  

Roscommon County Library 
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Church Parish Records 
 

Church Baptism Record 

Name: William Dolier Date of Baptism / Birth: 31/03/1843 

Address: Caramore Parish / District: KILMOREMOY 

Gender:  Male County Co. Mayo 

Denomination: Church of Ireland 

Father: John Dolier Mother: Anne Dolier 

Occupation: Servant 

Sponsor 1 / 

Informant 1: 
Unknown Unknown 

Sponsor 2 / 

Informant 2: 
Unknown Unknown 
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Church Parish Records 
 

More and more parish records being made available online 

   

www.irishgenealogy.ie (freely available index and digitised 

records and growing number of counties being added) 

 

www.rootsireland.ie (pay-per-view website, indexes and 

abstracts only) 

 

Roman Catholic parish registers on microfilm at the National 

Library of Ireland  

 

 

http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
http://www.irish-roots.ie/
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Land Records – Griffith’s Valuation  

Survey conducted in 

Ireland in the 1850s and 

1860s – heads of 

households recorded – 

covers both agricultural 

and urban areas  

 

Freely available on 

www.askaboutireland.ie 

And also by pay per view 

on www.irishorigins.com 

 

 

http://www.askaboutireland.ie/
http://www.irishorigins.com/


http://www.ancestornetwork.ie 

20 

Land Records – Tithe Applotment Books 

Survey conducted in 

Ireland in the 1820s 

and 1830s – covers 

all denominations – 

only rural areas 

surveyed.  Heads of 

households only. 

 

TAB also freely 

available on NAI 

website. 
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Estate Records 

Terence Dooley (MaryAnn Lyons, editor), Sources for the Landed Estates in Ireland, Irish 

Academic Press, Dublin 2000 

 

Richard Hayes’s Manuscript Sources for the Study of Irish Civilisation (www.sources.nli.ie 

“Sources” Online Index) 

 

Return of Owners of Land of One Acre and Upwards, in the Several Counties, Counties of Cities, and 

Counties of Towns in Ireland, to which is added A Summary For Each Province and for All of Ireland 

(Presented to both Houses of Parliament by Command of Her Majesty).  Dublin, 1876.  

 

The Landowners of Ireland by O.H. Hussey de Burgh 

 

www.landedestates.ie Connacht and Munster estates 

 

Photographs 
Vast  photo archives the NLI have online. These photos provide a real visual  appreciation of 

what people, house and places looked like more than a hundred years ago. 

 

 

 

http://www.sources.nli.ie/
http://www.landedestates.ie/
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Coordinating your Family History Search 

Birth, Marriage, and Death Records  

The GRO 

Local Registrar of Births, Marriages 

and Deaths 

Church Parish Records 

Baptisms & Marriages 

National Library of Ireland  

&  

www.familysearch.org 

Land Records 

Griffith’s Valuation 

Tithe Applotments Books  

• County Library 

• National Archives of Ireland 

• www.irishorigins.com 

…not forgetting oral family history: 

• Do not rely 100% on oral history  

• Sometimes there is a grain of truth in a 

family legend, but oral history gets 

distorted over time 
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How far back can you go? 
Indicative timelines 

Records 17th Century 

Census Returns 

Civil Registration 

Land Commission 

Valuation Records 

Tithe Applotments 

Catholic Parish Records 

Religious Census, 1766 

Hearth Money Rolls 

Graveyard Records 

18th Century 19th Century 20th Century 21st Century 

Estate Records 

Wills 

Registry of Deeds 
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Recommended Irish Genealogy Books 

 

Books 
Begley, Donal, editor, Irish Genealogy,  A Record Finder, Heraldic Artists Ltd., Dublin,1981 

Grenham, John, Tracing Your Irish Ancestors, fourth edition, Gill & Macmillan, Dublin, 2012  

Hamrock, John, Tracing Your Roscommon Ancestors, Flyleaf Press, Dublin, 2007 

MacLysaght, Edward, Irish Families, Their Names, Arms & Origins, Irish Academic Press Limited, 

Blackrock, Co. Dublin, 1991  

---------More Irish Families, Irish Academic Press, Blackrock, Co. Dublin,1982 

---------The Surnames of Ireland, Irish Academic Press, Blackrock, Co. Dublin, 1989  

McCarthy, Tony, The Irish Roots Guide, Lilliput Press, Dublin, 1991 

Ryan, James, editor, Irish Church Records, 2nd edition, Flyleaf Press, Dublin, 2001 

---------Irish Records, Sources for Family and Local History, Revised Edition, USA and Ireland, 

Ancestry Incorporated and Flyleaf Press, 1997 

---------Sources for Irish Family History, Flyleaf Press, Dublin, 2001 

Woulfe, Rev. Patrick, Sloinnte Gaedheal is Gall: Irish Names and Surnames, Gill & Son, Dublin, 

1923 

Smith, Brian and Kennedy,  Gerry, Tracing your Clare Ancestors, Flyleaf Press, Dublin, 2012  
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Recommended Irish Genealogy Websites  
 

Websites 

 
www.irishorigins.com  www.nationalarchives.ie 

www.ireland.com/ancestor   www.findmypast.ie   

www.ancestry.com   www.ucc.ie/celt   

www.leitrim-roscommon.com www.apgi.ie 

www.nli.ie   http://irishnewspaperarchives.com/ 

www.ellisisland.org   www.failteromhat.com 

www.familysearch.org  www.census.nationalarchives.ie 

www.askaboutireland.com  www.valoff.ie 

www.osi.ie   www.proni.gov.uk 

www.irish-roots.ie   www.irishgenealogy.ie 

www.familyhistory.ie  www.clarelibrary.ie 

www.clareroots.org  www.irishgathering.ie 

www.flyleaf.ie 
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Contact Information 

 

     John Hamrock 

 Ancestor Network Limited 

 Blackrock 

 Co. Dublin, Ireland 

 john.hamrock@ancestor.ie 

 http://www.ancestornetwork.ie 
 

 Phone +353 (0)87 0505296 

 

 


